The bottom line is student accessibility to information 


Challenge of counselling 


13,000 students 


BY BRONWYN CHESTER 


hen Sylvia Carter 

stepped into her 

job two and a half 

years ago as Vice 

Dean of Student 
Affairs, everyone in academic advis- 
ing in the Faculty of Arts and Sci- 
ence “was still typing their memos.” 
The first thing she did was equip 
herself and her five staff members 
with computers and provide every- 
one with computer lessons. 

Today she says “technology has 
enabled us to become a more effi- 
cient unit and enabled us to assist 
advising within the Faculty.” 

One of the challenges of Vice- 
Dean Carter’s job is getting academ- 
ic information across to the 
Faculty’s 13,000 students. Her 
approach has been both preventive 
(doing everything to assure that stu- 
dents understand all the administra- 
tive tasks they must fulfill in order 
to graduate) and curative (dealing 
with the fallout, such as a student 
who stopped attending a course but 
didn’t officially drop it.) 

“We have the authority to over- 
ride the regulations,” said Jo Ann 
Welsh, academic advisor at the Loy- 
ola campus, adding that she and her 
Sir George Williams counterpart, 
Matt Santateresa, receive 2,000 stu- 
dent requests per year. 

Some of those requests are han- 
dled individually, while others are 
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Sylvia Carter, Vice-Dean, Student Affairs 


handled by the student request com- 
mittee, made up of Welsh, San- 
tateresa, three Faculty members, 
one student, Carter, and a represen- 
tative from Admissions. 

“The committee meets at least 
once every two weeks,” Carter said. 
“I have to keep them well-supplied 
with chocolate donuts.” 

The other challenge is assuring 
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consistency in the advising done by 
the Faculty’s 35 departments plus 
its schools, colleges and pro- 
grammes. In order to provide some 
departmental consistency, as well as 
reduce the number of student 
requests, Welsh, Sheelah O’Neill, 
Communication Studies, Catherine 
Moore, Geography, Jim Jans, Psy- 
chology, and Dan Otchere, Econo- 


evokes new ideas 


mics, decided to produce a funny 
30-minute film, written, directed 
and acted by a third-year television 
class in Communication Studies. 
The video addresses a number of 
topics including the University 
Writing Test and calculating your 
GPA. To date, 100 copies of the 
videos and 3,000 of the accompany- 
ing booklets are in circulation. 

Welsh and Carter are proud of 
the video, “the first of its kind, to 
our knowledge.” They have received 
many letters of appreciation, and, 
thanks again to technology, news of 
the video reached the American 
National Academic Advising Associ- 
ation via the electronic billboard. 
Seven U.S. universities have re- 
quested a copy. 

Student Affairs also uses trusty 
person-to-person contact to reach 
students. Information stands in- 
stalled in the R. Howard Webster 
Library atrium last year “brought 
1,492 academic-related questions,” 
Carter said. 

“It was a fantastic response,” 
Welsh agreed. “We got students 
who would have been intimidated to 
make an appointment. Here, they 
could be anonymous.” 

Carter plans to repeat “atrium- 
advising” this year and will also 
repeat last year’s successful early 
identification of both students at 
risk of failing and students who 
may be honours students without 
knowing it. 
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Rare look at aggressive females as well as males 


Seagram-funded study examines 
violent patterns 


BY Puit Moscovitcu 


re adults who had troubled 
Ait likely to raise 

children who exhibit similar 
behaviour? 

That’s one of the questions two 
Concordia professors are trying to 
answer in an innovative study fund- 
ed by the Seagram Fund for Acade- 
mic Innovation. Since 1976, 
researchers at the Psychology 
Department's Centre for Research 
in Human Development have been 
following a group of more than 
1,700 people who were extremely 
aggressive or withdrawn, or both, as 
children. 

Now that those children are 
adults, Psychology Professors Lisa 
Serbin and Alex Schwartzman will 
look at the kinds of spouses they 
have chosen, and whether their chil- 
dren exhibit the same kinds of 
extreme behaviour. 

Looking at the families formed by 
some of the participants in the origi- 
nal study is important for a variety 
of reasons, Serbin explained. It can 
be useful in determining what the 
future holds for the original study's 
subjects. “We think this may be one 
of the major factors in predicting 
outcomes for them,” she said, adding 
that families are characterized by 
either social support or lack of it. 

Examining the families will also 
show whether the children are hav- 
ing behavioural problems. If they 
are, Serbin and Schwartzman would 
like to know what role their family 
environment plays. 


Repeating problems 

“We can now begin to see if they're 
repeating problems their parents 
had, to see if they’re having prob- 
lems with peer relations, behaviour- 
al problems at school, achievement 


problems at school (which their par- 
ents did) to see whether this kind of 
pattern continues in the family.” 


Good survivors 

Although Serbin expects to find that 
some of the 60 to 100 children 
involved in the study will be seen to 
have problems, she doesn’t believe 
that they all will. Finding out why 
some develop disorders while others 
don’t will be an important part of 
the research. 

“We're always interested in 
understanding why some children 
don’t develop difficulties and psy- 
cho-social problems, and what 
makes them good survivors,” Serbin 
said. If the researchers find that the 
children are having trouble, “we’re 
not going to sit on our hands. We're 
going to look for external research 
funds wth a view to finding effective 
approaches for early intervention.” 

One of the unique aspects of the 
study is that half of the original sub- 
jects are women. Serbin noted that 
“outcomes for aggressive boys have 
been studied, (notably in the U.S., 
Britain and Sweden), but not long- 
term outcomes for aggressive girls, 
and [those girls] are out there.” 


Design intervention 

The ultimate goal of the study, she 
said, is to design effective interven- 
tion programmes to help high-risk 
children. 

If the researchers can pinpoint 
the factors that place children at a 
high risk for developing problems, 
help can be given to them early on. 

Half the children in the original 
study were later placed in special 
classes and continue to have serious 
problems, something Serbin said 
might have been avoided if appro- 
priate intervention programmes had 
been available. 
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Annual Homecoming proves you can go home again 


The indefatigable poet Irving Layton, a lecturer at Sir George William’s dur- 
ing the 50s, and later, writer-in residence and Adjunct Professor in the Eng- 
lish Department at Concordia, shares a moment after his reading during 
Homecoming weekend, with dear friend and colleague Wynne Francis (B.A. 
Sir George 42), who recently retired after 20 years of teaching in the 
Department of English. 


s 
a 
a 
c 
=) 
= 
a 
< 
a 
a 
< 
2 
i} 
co} 
te) 
e 
is) 
x 
a 


FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCE 


Faculty of Arts and Science holds its first Teaching Assistants’ orientation 


Teaching how to teach 


BY PHiL Moscovitcu 


oncordia’s Faculty of 
Arts and Science held 
the first of two teaching 
assistants (TA) orienta- 
tion sessions at the 
beginning of the fall term. 
Concordia is one of the few Canadi- 
an universities to offer TA training. 
I was one of nearly 100 TAs from 
the Faculty of Arts and Science who 
spent the morning listening to talks 
on such topics as teaching and 
learning styles, culture and gender, 


Inauguration of Chair in Québec and Canadian Jewish Studies 


and rights and responsibilities. In 
the afternoon we split up into small- 
er workshops. 

“This is one of the rare occasions 
when people come together to learn 
about teaching,” said Ron Smith. 
He’s the Director of the Learning 
Development Office, which is open 
to anyone interested in improving 
their teaching methods. 


Combat discrimination 

During the session, Professor Mari- 
lyn Taylor, of the Department of 
Applied Social Science, stressed the 


importance of fighting discriminato- 
ry behaviour. To combat unequal 
treatment of students by TAs and 
professors, she recommended two 
Concordia videos, A Tale of O and 
Inequity in the Classroom. 

Hands-on training was the key to 
the afternoon sessions. Fifteen min- 
utes into the Grading Essays Work- 
shop, English Professor Chris 
Armstrong had us marking a sam- 
ple essay. At a workshop on lectur- 
ing by History Professor Graeme 
Decarie, TAs were getting up and 
delivering short lectures. 


ro 


Hungry 

Thomas Haig, a doctoral student in 
Communication Studies who took 
part in the workshop, said, “I’ve 
been hungry for something like this. 
We need more student-oriented 
teaching. We’re expected to walk 
into a classroom and communicate 
with students... and a lot of the 
time we've had bad teachers our- 
selves.” 

English Professor Chris Arm- 
strong, one of the organizers of the 
event, said he hopes to expand it to 
other Faculties in the future. 


The Honourable Gerry Weiner, former Conservative Minister of Multicultural- 
ism and Citizenship, recently announced a contribution of $250,000 towards 
the creation of Concordia University’s Chair in Québec and Canadian Jewish 
Studies. Ira Robinson, Chair of the Religion Department (at podium) 
explained that the Chair will address itself to students at the undergraduate 
and graduate levels, professors pursuing research and publications, and 
through other initiatives such as public lectures and conferences. 


Seated in the front row, left to right: Dean Gail Valaskakis, Michael Steven- 
son, Dean of Arts, York University, and David Azrieli, Azrieli Holocaust Col- 
lection Fund. Back row, left to right: Harvey Wolfe, President, Québec 
Region, Federation CJA and Manuel Shacter, President, Québec Region, 
Canadian Jewish Congress. York University, in Toronto, also received a 
$250,000 contribution. The two universities plan to set up a Joint Liaison 
Committee to ensure continued collaboration between them. 
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‘A tremendous asset to Concordia’ 


Eric H. Molson appointed 
Concordia Chancellor 


BY KEN WHITTINGHAM 


tic H. Molson, Chairman of 
Bees Board of The Molson 

Companies Ltd., has been 
appointed Chancellor of Concordia 
University for a five-year term 
beginning July 1, 1993. His official 
installation took place at a ceremo- 
ny at Concordia’s fall convocation. 

Molson succeeds the Right Hon- 
ourable Jeanne Sauvé, who died on 
January 26. 

In making the announcement, 
Concordia Board of Governors 
Chairman Reginald K. Groome, 
O.C., described Molson as “a distin- 
guished Montrealer whose long 
record of community service has 
brought credit to his family, his 
city, his province and his country.” 

A graduate of Princeton Univer- 
sity (Honours, Chemistry, 1959), 
Molson has been active in commu- 
nity affairs for more than three 
decades. 

The 55-year-old business execu- 


tive has been associated with 
numerous corporate and communi- 
ty boards, including the Bank of 
Montréal, the Montréal General 
Hospital Foundation, the Olympic 
Trust of Canada, the Montréal 
Canadiens Hockey Club, the 
Québec Easter Seal Society, the 
Canadian Princeton Alumni Fund, 
Selwyn House School Endowment 
Fund, Vie des Arts and the Canadi- 
an Arctic Resources Committee. 
Molson is also a former Governor 
of McGill University. 

Rector Patrick Kenniff said he 
looks forward with great anticipa- 
tion to the contributions Molson will 
make to Concordia’s development. 

“The Chancellor plays an inte- 
gral role in the life of the institu- 
tion, and I have no doubt that 
Molson’s wise counsel will serve us 
well in the years ahead. Speaking 
on behalf of our faculty, our stu- 
dents, our alumni and staff, | am 
delighted to welcome him into the 
Concordia family.” 
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Faculty Spotlight 


¢ History Professor Donald Ginter 
was honoured in July with the pres- 
tigious Wallace K. Ferguson Prize 
for his book A Measure of Wealth: 
The English Land Tax in Historical 
Analysis. 


Vice-Dean, Curriculum and Interna- 
tional Affairs, Florence Stevens 
presented a paper titled The /nter- 
pretation of Culture into the Sec- 
ond-Language Classroom at the 
10th triennial conference of the 
International Applied Linguistics 
Association held in Amsterdam in 
August. 


Political Science Professor Harold 
Chorney was interviewed on CBC's 
Newsworld about unemployment. 
He was among three economists 
asked by the Toronto Star about the 
national debt. Unlike the other 
respondents, who advocated either 
cutting or holding government 
spending, he advised massive stim- 
ulation of the economy to reach full 
employment. 


Sociology and Anthropology Pro- 
fessor Taylor Buckner was quoted 
in a Canadian Press article about 
marriage between first cousins. 
While not illegal in Canada, it is 
rarely seen; in some countries, 
however, such as Iraq, the rate of 
such marriages may be as high as 
50 per cent. The article was widely 
printed across Canada. 


Dean Gail Valaskakis was recently 
named to a government committee 
seeking reform of Quebec’s Eng- 
lish-language CEGEPs. 


Simone de Beauvoir Institute’s Mar- 
ianne Ainley presented a paper on 
Canadian Women’s Contributions to 
Chemistry in June before the Cana- 
dian Society of Chemists in Sher- 
brooke, Québec. She also presented 
Women’s Work in Geology: An His- 
torical Perspective on Gender Divi- 
sion in Canadian Science in the 
Spring at the Women and Geo- 
science Symposium at the Universi- 
ty of Alberta. 
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A message from the Dean: 


Innovative ways of improving the 
quality of teaching 


eaching and 
research are 
two of the 
main activities 
carried on 
daily at most North 
American universities. 
Much prestige is attached 
to universities that are 
known as strong research 
institutions. Often, the 
strength of a university's 
graduate student body is 
drawn from the active 
researchers on its faculty. 
As well, the ability of 
individual faculty mem- 
bers and departments to 
attract external funding is 
valued and applauded. 
Teaching too, is an 
activity that is central to a 
university's raison d’étre, 
yet, the same rewards 
have not traditionally 
been given to good teach- 
ers. With a view to recog- 
nizing the merits of good 
teaching, the Vice Rector 
Academic’s Office set up 
a Committee in 1992 to 
look at the Enhancement 
of Teaching at Concordia 
so that credits and re- 
wards for good teaching 
would become part of the 
expectation of the univer- 
sity community. 


Enhancement 

of teaching 

At the same time a move 
started in the Faculty of 
Arts and Science to devel- 
op a Teaching Team. This 
came about in large part 
on the initiative of indi- 
vidual faculty members 
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who were interested in 
different aspects of teach- 
ing within the Faculty. 
Their goal was to look at 
innovative ways of 
improving the quality of 
teaching by organizing 
workshops for Teaching 
Assistants throughout 
this faculty. The Team is 
also interested in looking 
into the teaching of larger 
classes and into ways in 
which the teaching of spe- 
cific disciplines could be 
enhanced. The first work- 
shop was held on Sep- 
tember 10, 1993 and from 
all reports it was a suc- 
cess. Between 90 and 100 
teaching assistants regis- 
tered and benefited from 
the day’s events and fol- 
low-up sessions are 
planned. 

I wish to congratulate 
the Arts and Science 
Teaching Team which 
includes the following 
faculty members: Dr. 
William Gilsdorf (Com- 
munication Studies), Dr. 
Graeme Decarie (Histo- 
ry), Dr. Calvin Kalman 
(Physics), Professor Mary 
Baldwin (Chemistry), Dr. 
Ron Smith (Adult Educa- 
tion) and Professor Chris 
Armstrong (English - 
part time faculty). This 
initiative is a first for this 
Faculty and a first for any 
Department or Faculty at 
Concordia University. 


Gail Valaskakis 
Dean of Arts and Science 
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Some of our academic innovators 


Seagram Fund recognizes winners 


Event List 1994 


School of Community 

and Public Affairs 

January 25, 8:30 p.m. 

Henry F. Hall Building, H-767 
The Pains and Prospects of Tran- 
sition in Eastern Europe, a public 
lecture by Dr. Mihailo Crnobrnja, 
economist and former Ambas- 
sador of SFR Yugoslavia to the 
European Community. 


March 16, 8:30 p.m. 

Henry F. Hall Building, H-767 
East and West: New Bridges and 
New Divides, a public lecture by 
Dr. M. Crnobrnja. 


The Affiliate, for supporters of the University’s four Faculties, is published by 

the Faculty in association with the Office of University Advancement and the 
Public Relations Department. 

The Faculty Affiliation Programme at Concordia University is a vehicle 

for recognition of important donors to the Annual Giving Programme. Dif- 

ferent activities are planned for Faculty Supporters (donors of $100 or more 


per year), Faculty Associates (donors of $250 or more per year), and members of the 

Dean’s Circle (donors of $500 or more per year), all of whom will receive The Affiliate on a regu- 
lar basis. 
Results of the Annual Giving Programme will be published in the Concordia University 
Magazine. 
For further information, call the Office of University Advancement (514) 848-4856. 


Liberal Arts College 

February 3, 8:30 p.m. 

Henry F. Hall Building, H-110 

Are We Posthuman? The Cyborg 
as Literary Metaphor and Social 
Actuality, a public lecture by Pro- 
fessor Katherine Hayles, Universi- 
ty of California, Los Angeles. 


Department of English 
January 13, 8:30 p.m. 

Concert Hall, Loyola Campus, 
7141 Sherbrooke St. W. 

The Lahey Lecture by Richard 
Monette, Artistic Director of the 
Stratford Shakespeare Festival. 
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The University held a reception recent- 
ly to honour the winners of the presti- 
gious Seagram Fund for Academic 
Innovation, many of whom are from 
the Faculty of Arts and Science. Some 
of the 1992-93 recipients are pictured 
here with Seagram representative 
John Hobday (Standing, extreme left). 
Next to him, left to right, are Leslie 
Landsberger (Electrical and Computer 
Engineering), Rector Patrick Kenniff, 
Physics Professors David Cheeke and 
Calvin Kalman, Baher Haroun (Electri- 
cal and Computer Engineering), Rama 
Bhat (Mechanical Engineering), Com- 
munication Studies Professor William 
Gilsdorf, Psychology Professor Lisa 
Serbin, Adult Education Professor Ron 
Smith, and Marlene Giguére (Library 
Studies). Seated: Psychology Profes- 
sor Alex Schwartzman, Anne Galler 
(Library Studies), Joanne Locke 
(Library Studies) and Chemistry and 
Biochemistry Professor Mary Baldwin. 


In their memory 


A permanent memorial will be established for the four Concordia professors 
slain in August 1992. A competition is under way to choose a commemora- 
tive work of art honouring Matthew Douglass, Michael Hogben, Jaan Saber 
and Phoivos Ziogas. 

Four entrance scholarships have also been established to honour their 
memory. Funded partly by the Concordia Memorial Endowment Fund, the 
scholarships will be offered for the first time in the fall of 1994. 

The Endowment Fund, which was established after the August 1992 
shootings, has collected more than $94,000 in donations so far. 

Anyone wishing to make a donation to the fund can call David Brown 
at the University Advancement Office at (514) 848-4859. 


Site of the memorial at the corner of Mackay St. and de Maisonneuve Blvd. W. 


